JUBILEE 2025 - “PILGRIMS OF HOPE”

5 0009 \ ‘SPES NON CONFUNDIT’
‘Hope does not disappoint’

pHOP\:

\wg Pope Francis issued the above named document
to introduce the Jubilee Year 2025 - “Pilgrims of Hope”.
The following is a summary of this document by Fr Eamonn.
A link to the full document is available on the parish website.

PILGR

General Overview

Pope Francis issued the Papal Bull ‘Spes Non Confundit’ (Hope Does Not Disappoint), in anticipation of the
Holy Year 2025. It serves as both a spiritual guide and a call to action for the global Catholic community. The
document underscores the theological and practical importance of hope in addressing contemporary crises
while emphasizing the Jubilee’s traditional themes of reconciliation, mercy, and renewal.

Emphasis on Hope

The central message of Spes Non Confundit is grounded in hope as a foundational Christian virtue. Drawing
from the text of Romans 5:5 - Pope Francis frames hope not merely as optimism but as a divine gift that
sustains believers amidst suffering. This hope, deeply rooted in the resurrection of Christ, is presented as an
antidote to despair in a world marked by social, political, and environmental turmoil. The Pope’s theological
focus reflects his broader pastoral mission to inspire resilience and courage among the faithful, urging them
to embody hope in their personal lives and communities.

Global Issues

The document extends beyond spiritual encouragement to address pressing global challenges. Pope Francis
calls for an end to violence, including the use of weapons and the death penalty, highlighting his consistent
advocacy for peace and the sanctity of life. He also appeals for economic justice, including debt relief for
impoverished nations and support for vulnerable populations such as migrants, prisoners, and the elderly.
These appeals reflect the Pope’s vision of an inclusive Church that prioritizes the marginalized and acts as a
beacon of hope in a fragmented world.

Practical Initiatives for the Jubilee Year

In preparation for the Jubilee, Pope Francis introduces practical measures to engage the faithful worldwide.
He emphasizes the importance of symbolic acts, such as the opening of the Holy Doors in cathedrals across
the globe, as signs of spiritual renewal. Furthermore, his call for localized celebrations in designated churches
reinforces the universality of the Church while encouraging grassroots participation. These initiatives aim to
make the Jubilee a tangible expression of hope that transcends geographic and cultural boundaries.

Contemporary Society

A notable aspect of Spes Non Confundit is its critique of contemporary issues in society, including
environmental degradation, declining birth rates, and corruption - especially effecting the young. Pope
Francis’ call for respect for creation and his advocacy for the vulnerable align with his previous encyclicals,
such as Laudato Si’. These teachings serve as both a prophetic warning and a pastoral challenge, urging
Catholics to adopt lifestyles that reflect Gospel values.

Conclusion

Spes Non Confundit exemplifies Pope Francis’ commitment to a Church that is both spiritually grounded and
socially engaged. By focusing on hope, the document offers a profound theological reflection while
addressing the practical realities of a world in crisis. It challenges the faithful to become active agents of
hope, embodying mercy and justice in their daily lives. As the Church prepares for the Holy Year 2025, this
papal bull serves as a rallying cry for renewal, inviting believers to rediscover their mission as bearers of hope
in a world longing for healing and peace.


vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/20240509_spes-non-confundit_bolla-giubileo2025.html

THE IMPORTANCE OF

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFESSIONS
IN THE JUBILEE YEAR

“CRUCEM, HOSTIA ET VIRGINEM”

The theme of confessions plays a significant role in Spes Non Confundit, particularly as it relates to the Jubilee
Year 2025's focus on spiritual renewal and reconciliation. Pope Francis frames the Sacrament of Confession
as both a personal encounter with divine mercy and a communal act that fosters hope, repentance, and
transformation.

Confession as a Path to Renewal

In Spes Non Confundit, Pope Francis emphasizes the centrality of confession in preparing for the Holy Year.
He views it as a tangible way to experience God's mercy and a critical step in the spiritual renewal that the
Jubilee seeks to inspire. Through confession, the faithful are invited to confront their failings, seek
forgiveness, and begin anew with hope in God’s transformative grace. The sacrament, therefore, becomes a
powerful symbol of hope - reassuring believers that no sin is beyond God’s mercy and that healing and
restoration are always possible.

Confessions in the Context of Hope

The Pope highlights that confession is not solely about individual reconciliation with God but also about
healing the divisions within the Church and society. By humbly acknowledging sins, both personal and
communal, Catholics can take steps toward fostering justice, peace, and reconciliation in a world plagued by
inequality and conflict. The Pope connects this act of humility to hope, urging the faithful to trust in God’s
capacity to restore brokenness in their lives and in the wider world.

Encouragement for Widespread Participation

Pope Francis calls for a renewed commitment to the Sacrament of Confession during the Jubilee Year. To
encourage participation, he suggests practical measures, including offering confessions in public spaces and
making the sacrament more accessible, especially to those who feel estranged from the Church. By
prioritizing inclusivity, the Pope seeks to break down barriers that prevent people from approaching
confession, inviting all to experience God’s mercy and find hope in His forgiveness.

Confession as a Communal Act of Healing

In the broader context of the Jubilee, confession is presented as a communal act that involves not only
repentance but also reparation and renewal. Pope Francis urges the Church to collectively confess and
address sins such as neglecting the poor, harming creation, and fostering divisions within communities. By
doing so, the Church itself becomes a witness to hope - showing that transformation is possible through
humility and reliance on God’s grace.

Conclusion

In Spes Non Confundit, confession is more than a private sacrament; it is a cornerstone of the Jubilee Year’s
mission to renew individuals, communities, and the Church as a whole. Pope Francis’ emphasis on confession
highlights its profound connection to hope, as it provides a pathway for believers to move from guilt and
despair to forgiveness and renewal. By making confession a central theme, the Pope invites the faithful to
embrace their imperfections, trust in God’s mercy, and emerge as renewed agents of hope in a world longing
for healing and peace.

“In this Jubilee Year come and experience God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Renew your own spiritual life and allow God’s love to guide you and transform you.
Join us for our Prayer Vigils on the 1% Friday of each month in from 6.00pm in St Mary’s:
Crucem, Hostia et Virginem
Over the course of this coming year, | will be writing various articles relating to this Jubilee Year.
Let us together as Pilgrims of Hope grow in our faith.”

Fr Eamonn Hegarty
(Parish Priest)



